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Smile In His Minds Eye A Study Of The Early Works Of Lawrence Durrell:

A Smile in His Mind's Eye Ray Morrison,2005-01-01 Durrell s best known work fused Western notions of time and space
with Eastern metaphysics Very little has been written about Durrell s work before the Second World War With A Smile in His
Mind s Eye Ray Morrison seeks to redress this neglect Durrell Re-read James M. Clawson,2016-06-20 Reading the twelve
major novels of Lawrence Durrell this study argues for their consideration as a single major project an opus marked by
themes of liminality and betweenness As major texts of mid twentieth century literature repeatedly earning nominations for
the Nobel Prize Durrell s work has attracted renewed critical attention since his centenary in 2012 This study shows the
thematic unity of the opus in five areas First by disrupting expectations of love and death and by fashioning plural narrators
works in the opus blend notions of the subject and the object Second in their use of metafictional elements the texts present
themselves as neither fiction nor reality Third their approach to place and identity offers something between the naturalistic
and the human centric Fourth though the texts initial concerns are engaged with understanding the past and preparing for a
future they all resolve in something like the present And fifth though the novels reject many aspects of modernism they
reside nevertheless between the poles of modernism and postmodernism Shared with other writers including T S Eliot and
Henry Miller as early as the 1940s Durrell s plans for his major works of fiction remained consistent through the publication
of the last novel in 1985 and these plans show the need to consider the twelve major works as a unitary whole Lawrence
Durrell’s Poetry Isabelle Keller-Privat,2019-04-25 This book offers the first in depth analysis of Lawrence Durrell s entire
poetic opus from his early collections in the 1940s up to his last one published in 1973 Thirty years of Durrellian poetry are
brought together in order to unveil the genesis of Durrell s writing both poetic and fictional drawing links to his novels and
residence books which he kept writing at the same time Durrell thus appears as first and foremost one of the greatest late
modernist poets whose literary and epistemological investigations are to be understood in the light of a worldwide network of
literary brotherhoods including T S Eliot Michael Fraenkel Henry Miller and David Gascoyne Simultaneously this book shows
why Durrell must also be read as the heir to the greatest English romantic poets Byron Shelley Keats and Wordsworth as well
as to the French symbolists and modernists from Baudelaire to Nerval Val ry and Cendrars This comparative approach opens
up a brand new perspective on Durrell that has not yet been broached by North American and English scholarship The
symbolic patterns the stylistic ploys and the aesthetic and philosophic tenets that characterize Durrell s poetics account for
the necessary back and forth reading that connects prose and poetry the fictional and the lyrical the descriptive and the
abstract Poetry excerpts extracts from his residence books novels and essays highlight not only Durrell s complex literary
strategies but also the ontological quest of a writer who although never at home with the world he lived in strove to create a
life world what semiologists call the Umwelt The Heraldic World of Lawrence Durrell Bruce Redwine,2022-03-02
Lawrence Durrell s position as one of the twentieth century s leading novelists is continually being enlarged and revised This



book presents unusual and unorthodox explorations of Alexandria the city at the heart of Durrell s writing his family
relationships his biographer Michael Haag and his affinity with such diverse writers as Rilke and Virgil In particular it offers
an insight into Durrell s emotions and sensibilities in elaborating his Sicilian Carousel and a penetrating and totally unique
reading of Durrell s Alexandria Quartet in the light of the art and landscape of ancient Egypt Re-reading The
Alexandria Quartet of Lawrence Durrell (Durrell Studies 8) Richard Pine,2023-08-25 Lawrence Durrell s The
Alexandria Quartet is regarded as the central work in his fiction It has provoked critical commentary ever since the
appearance of its individual volumes Justine 1957 Balthazar 1958 Mountolive and Clea 1959 and the publication in a one
volume edition in 1962 Scores of Master s and PhD dissertations have been written since the 1960s on this most compelling
and provocative novel Today The Alexandria Quartet stimulates critical discussion in works addressing the city Durrell s
representation of Alexandria the theory of relativity the role of memory the recurring feature of the doppelg nger and the
presence of the Gothic uncanny his frequent references to D H Lawrence his treatment of women characters his interest in
Gnosticism and his own description of the Quartet as a strange mixture of sex and the secret service This volume of essays
addresses all these themes and brings together the mature work of four scholars on this central work of Durrell s fiction
together with two essays on its sequels Tunc Nunquam 1968 70 and The Avignon Quintet 1974 85 Durrell and the City
Donald P. Kaczvinsky,2012 Durrell and the City commemorates the fiftieth anniversary of the publication of The Alexandria
Quartet with a collection of fourteen new essays by a group of international scholars and critics The collection provides a
critical consideration of Durrell s urban landscapes from the London of his early novels to Avignon during World War II in his
last great series while focusing on the place that made him famous the city of Alexandria in order to provide a reassessment
of his career and achievement Nijinsky's Feeling Mind Nicole Svobodny,2023-07-03 Nijinsky s Feeling Mind The
Dancer Writes The Writer Dances is the first in depth literary study of Vaslav Nijinsky s life writing Through close textual
analysis combined with intellectual biography and literary theory Nicole Svobodny puts the spotlight on Nijinsky as reader
She elucidates Nijinsky s riffs on Tolstoy Dostoevsky and Nietzsche equating these intertextual connections to marking a
dance whereby the dancer uses a reduction strategy situated between thinking and doing By exploring the intersections of
bodily movement with verbal language this book addresses broader questions of how we sense and make sense of our worlds
Drawing on archival research along with studies in psychology and philosophy Svobodny emphasizes the modernist contexts
from which the dancer writer emerged at the end of World War I Nijinsky began his life writing a book he titled Feeling the
day after the Paris Peace Conference opened and the same day he performed his last dance Nijinsky s Feeling Mind begins
with the dancer on stage and concludes as he invites readers into his private room Illuminating the structure plot medium
and mode of Feeling this study calls on readers to grapple with a paradox the more the dancer insists on his writing as a live
performance the more he points to the material object that entombs it From the Elephant's Back Lawrence



Durrell,2015-08-16 Rare and previously unpublished essays and letters showcasing Durrell s wit elegance philosophy joie de
vivre and flaming intelligence The Irish Times The proverb says that whoever sees the world from the back of an elephant
learns the secrets of the jungle and becomes a seer I had to be content to become a poet Lawrence Durrell Best known for
his novels and travel writing Lawrence Durrell defied easy classification within twentieth century Modernism His anti
authoritarian tendencies put him at odds with many contemporaries aesthetically and politically However thanks to a
compelling recontextualization by editor James Gifford these thirty eight previously unpublished and out of print essays and
letters reveal that Durrell s maturation as an artist was rich complex and subtle Durrell fans will treasure this selection of
rare nonfiction while scholars of Durrell Modernist literature anti authoritarian artists and the Personalist movement will also
appreciate Gifford s fine editorial work Gifford s scholarly command of the archives shows especially his working intimacy
with the unpublished archived words of Durrell s editors publishers and collaborators I have no doubt that this collection will
serve as a starting point for any number of new critical ventures into the life and writing of Lawrence Durrell Charles Sligh
University of Tennessee at Chattanooga Micromodernism Tim Armstrong,2025 What is wrong with literary modernism as
a paradigm One answer is that it is over written a kind of winner s history with a relatively narrow canon of innovative works
even including recent additions Another is that it is a retrospective construction rather than a term much used in its period
This book seeks to return to the scene of literary renewal and to examine representative small groupings struggling in the
wake of the High Modernism of the 1920s to articulate their own avant garde ambitions in terms of politics personal values
aesthetic categories or continued allegiances to writers like Lawrence In looking at microhistories at literary beginnings and
even at failure we are forced to reexamine our mapping of modernism Personal Modernisms James Gifford,2014-09-24
Oft neglected Personalist writers of 1930s 40s comprise a missing link between modernist and postmodernist literatures
Pied Piper of Lovers Lawrence Durrell,2008 This is Durrell s first novel published in 1935 shortly after he left England to
live abroad until his death in 1990 It traces Walsh Clifton s Anglo Indian childhood and his struggles to negotiate a life
between mother India and father England The trauma of leaving India for an alien home propels the novel s concerns with
colonial life and its wounds transitioning from an idyllic rural world to London and Bloomsbury in the 1920s Mosaic
,2013-03 Panic Spring Lawrence Durrell,James Gifford,2008 First published in 1937 two years after Durrell took up
residence on the Greek island Kerkyra Panic Spring broke with the realist tradition in 1930s novels and shows the young
author s first attempts to extend High Modernist innovations in rural and personal landscapes Cubist surrealist and imagist
techniques merge with rural life and the peasant village that an international group of expatriates are led to by a curiously
Pan like boatman Unavailable for seven decades this new edition of Panic Spring shows Durrell s emerging passion for
Mediterranean life and the Greek world as well as his first attempts to articulate a political aesthetic direction distinct from
his peers George Orwell and W H Auden Under the shadow of financial and political ruin on the verge of revolution and war



the one chance summer depicted in Panic Spring will make readers reconsider the impetus and interests behind Durrell s
late modernist masterpieces The Alexandria Quartet The Black Book and Prospero s Cell Publisher s website A Smile in
the Mind's Eye Lawrence Durrell,2012-06-12 The virtuoso author s memoir of his spiritual journey with famed Taoist
philosopher Jolan Chang The New York Times Beginning with their first meeting over lunch at Lawrence Durrell s Provencal
home Durrell and Jolan Chang renowned Taoist philosopher and expert on Eastern sexuality developed an enduring
relationship based on mutual spiritual exploration Durrell s autobiographical rumination on their friendship and on Taoism
recounts the author s existential ponderings starting with his introduction to the mystical and enigmatic smile in the mind s
eye From parsimony cooking and yoga to poetry Petrarch and Nietzche A Smile in the Mind s Eye is a charming tale of a
writer s spiritual and philosophical awakening A Psychoanalytic Study of Lawrence Durrell’s The Alexandria Quartet
Rony Alfandary,2018-09-27 A Psychoanalytic Study of Lawrence Durrell s The Alexandria Quartet Exile and Return focuses
on the dialogue created by literature and psychoanalysis in an individual s quest to explore existential issues such as a sense
of belonging to a homeland and a recurring sense of the Uncanny das unheimliche Rony Alfandary explores Durrell s attempt
to recreate a sense of belonging to a homeland which perhaps never existed but can be retraced and reinvented through
writing This book studies some issues present in Durrell s work the connection between biographical and fictional elements
in the study of literature the influence of early Freudian theoretical themes upon the writer later influences including post
modern and hermeneutic theories The life and work of Lawrence Durrell can serve as a prototype of a man s quest for
meaning in a world caught in turmoil in the period between and during WW2 The author s psychoanalytic exploration of the
work and its relevance to human experience today shows how the themes Durrell dealt with remain relevant Alfandary
highlights the ways in which his usage of several author narrative styles exemplifies the divergent and often contradictory
nature of Truth emerging rather as multi layered multi voiced and often torn sense of human subjectivity A Psychoanalytic
Study of Lawrence Durrell s The Alexandria Quartet Exile and Return demonstrates Durrell s strong influence by
psychoanalytic thought and will appeal to both psychoanalytic and literary scholars Nexus ,2007 Larry Michael
Haag,2025-07-03 Highly readable and elegant Spectator Lawrence Durrell was unquestionably one of the most distinctive
original and compelling literary figures of his age From his childhood in India and Burma to his bohemian youth in London
and Paris from his madcap scheme to move his family to Corfu to the formative war years spent in Alexandria this masterful
and richly detailed biography is essential reading to understand the man and the writer In Larry Michael Haag the world s
foremost expert on the Durrells brought together his unrivalled knowledge and first hand meetings with the Durrell family
and associates to offer the definitive account of the young Lawrence and the real life settings and stories that inspired his
acknowledged masterpiece The Alexandria Quartet MILA International Bibliography of Books and Articles on the Modern
Languages and Literatures ,2006 Lawrence Durrell: The Mindscape Richard Pine,2016-07-27 In this second volume of



his study of the Anglo Irish novelist Lawrence Durrell following the appearance in 1988 of The Dandy and the Herald
Manners Mind and Morals from Brummell to Durrell Richard Pine examines in detail Durrell s unique contribution to the
development of the modern novel concentrating in particular on the evidence of Durrell s private notebooks and diaries Pine
s twenty year friendship with Burrell has resulted in an intimate portrait of a singular mind whose extraordinary career both
as a writer and as a British colonial official is hallmarked by the creation of the Heraldic Universe an imaginative realm
within which the artist reigns supreme Lawrence Durrell Lawrence Durrell, 1998 He answers specific questions about
most of his writings and indicates what he reconstructs as his intent in writing them
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