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The Ides Of August The Berlin Wall Crisis 1961:
  The Ides of August Curtis Cate,1978 Discusses the building of the wall between East and West Berlin in 1961 examines
the reasons the wall was built and the consequences of that action   The Berlin Wall Crisis Kori Schake,2002-11-15 This
volume highlights the complex intra alliance politics of what was seen as the likeliest flash point of conflict in the Cold War
and demonstrates how strongly determinant were concerns about relationships with allies in the choices made by all the
major governments It recounts the evolution of policy during the 1958 and 1961 Berlin crises from the perspective of each
government central to the crisis one on the margins and the military headquarters responsible for crafting an agreed
Western military campaign   Kennedy, Adenauer and the Making of the Berlin Wall, 1958-1961 Fabian Rueger,2011
Kennedy Adenauer and the Making of the Berlin Wall 1958 1961 The Second Berlin Crisis which began with Soviet Premier
Nikita Khrushchev s threat to sign a separate peace treaty with East Germany in November 1958 has largely been
interpreted by foreign policy historians as a conflict between the superpowers in which the dependent allies the Federal
Republic of Germany and the GDR had almost no influence on the course of events that led to the erection of the Berlin Wall
This interpretation served the political purposes of the governments involved for most of the Cold War The Kennedy
administration as leading government of the Western world could claim to have successfully managed a difficult crisis the
Adenauer administration and the Ulbricht regime could both point to Washington s and Moscow s responsibility for the
division of Germany s capital and Khrushchev as leading statesman of the Warsaw pact could finally deliver on some of his
promises made to the Communist Party of the Soviet Union However recent findings suggest that Ulbricht not Khrushchev
was the driving force behind the decision to close the East Berlin sector In the course of the first two years of the Kennedy
administration severe problems arose in West German American relations It is time to ask how the West German government
s interactions with the Kennedy administration influenced the course of the crisis President Eisenhower had seemingly
managed to avoid an escalation of the Berlin crisis from 1958 to late 1960 This came at the cost of increasing pressure for his
successor to find a solution Ten months into the Kennedy administration Berlin was divided by a wall and American and
Soviet tanks faced each other at Checkpoint Charlie This dissertation reexamines the interactions between the Western
governments in particular between West Germany and the United States during the Second Berlin Crisis and shows how
these affected the outcome of the crisis The first chapter serves as an introduction to the historiography of the Berlin Crisis
and German American relations in the period especially between the Kennedy and Adenauer governments and defines the
pertinent questions the second chapter provides an outline of the first two years of the crisis and the Eisenhower
administration s approach to Adenauer and Berlin especially as to Western policy on Berlin when the Eisenhower
administration handed over the reins the third to fifth chapters trace the Kennedy administration s and Chancellor Adenauer
s interactions during the crisis in 1961 with particular regard to the actual sealing off of West Berlin and the last chapter



finally serves as an overview of the immediate aftermath I argue that four key assumptions about the Berlin Wall crisis in
1961 can no longer be upheld 1 The claim that Kennedy had stood firm on Berlin and merely continued the Eisenhower
posture on Berlin is wrong Instead the Kennedy administration attempted to find new approaches to Berlin and Germany in
line with its general revision of US foreign policy 2 The notion that the closing of the sector border came as a surprise is not
supported by the documents President Kennedy had been informed numerous times that a closing of the sector border could
be expected within the year 3 Adenauer s policy to prevent diplomatic recognition of the GDR contributed to an escalation of
Washington s search for alternative policy options rather than slowing them The West German election campaign in 1961
further limited the chancellor s willingness to make changes to his foreign policy The Kennedy administration eventually
sought accommodation with Khrushchev without consulting Bonn 4 Inherent conceptual mistakes in Kennedy s early foreign
policy agenda exacerbated the crisis rather than contributed to its eventual solution An additional lack of trust between West
Germany and the United States complicated and delayed the attempt to find a more coherent unified Western approach All
four Western governments anticipated an end to the refugee flow through West Berlin as the first step in a crisis escalation
while developing no contingency plans for this step The lack of any political intention to prevent the expected stop of the
refugee flow became the casting mould for Ulbricht s plan to close the sector border a plan Khrushchev eventually made his
own By leaving Ulbricht and Khrushchev with only one option Western policies on Berlin and Germany unwillingly conspired
to force East Germany to face its systemic flaws in the summer of 1961   Berlin 1961 Deluxe Frederick
Kempe,2011-05-10 A breathtaking Deluxe eBook featuring forty one videos from the NBC archive including rare footage not
seen in thirty years a video introduction by Tom Brokaw and a detailed timeline of events in this brilliant account of one of
the epic dramas of the Cold War In June 1961 Nikita Khrushchev called Berlin the most dangerous place in the world He
knew what he was talking about Much has been written about the Cuban Missile Crisis a year later but the Berlin Crisis of
1961 was more decisive in shaping the Cold War and more perilous For the first time in history American and Soviet fighting
men and tanks stood arrayed against one another only yards apart One mistake one overzealous commander and the trip
wire would be sprung for a war that would go nuclear in a heartbeat On one side was a young untested U S president still
reeling from the Bay of Pigs disaster On the other was a Soviet premier hemmed in by the Chinese East Germans and
hardliners in his own government Neither really understood the other both tried cynically to manipulate events And so week
by week the dangers grew Based on a wealth of new documents and interviews filled with fresh sometimes startling insights
written with immediacy and drama Berlin 1961 Deluxe is a masterful look at key events of the twentieth century with
powerful applications to these early years of the twenty first Frederick Kempe is president and CEO of the Atlantic Council
and previously spent more than twenty five years as a reporter columnist and editor for The Wall Street Journal This is his
fourth book Kempe lives in Washington D C   Berlin 1961 Frederick Kempe,2011-05-10 In June 1961 Nikita Khrushchev



called Berlin the most dangerous place on earth He knew what he was talking about Much has been written about the Cuban
Missile Crisis a year later but the Berlin Crisis of 1961 was more decisive in shaping the Cold War and more perilous It was
in that hot summer that the Berlin Wall was constructed which would divide the world for another twenty eight years Then
two months later and for the first time in history American and Soviet fighting men and tanks stood arrayed against each
other only yards apart One mistake one nervous soldier one overzealous commander and the tripwire would be sprung for a
war that could go nuclear in a heartbeat On one side was a young untested U S president still reeling from the Bay of Pigs
disaster and a humiliating summit meeting that left him grasping for ways to respond It would add up to be one of the worst
first year foreign policy performances of any modern president On the other side a Soviet premier hemmed in by the Chinese
East Germans and hardliners in his own government With an all important Party Congress approaching he knew Berlin
meant the difference not only for the Kremlin s hold on its empire but for his own hold on the Kremlin Neither man really
understood the other both tried cynically to manipulate events And so week by week they crept closer to the brink Based on a
wealth of new documents and interviews filled with fresh sometimes startling insights written with immediacy and drama
Berlin 1961 is an extraordinary look at key events of the twentieth century with powerful applications to these early years of
the twenty first Includes photographs   The Fall of the Berlin Wall William F. Buckley, Jr.,2008-04-21 Eloquent immensely
readable the saga of the victory of capitalism over the brutal and irrational fraud that was state socialism The Baltimore Sun
Buckley s lucid account celebrates the tenacity of the human spirit and the will to achieve freedom Publishers Weekly This is
a small masterpiece of the narrative tradition The Fall of the Berlin Wall keep s readers turning the page National Review A
great narrative of democratic survival and democratic victory The Washington Times The fall of the Berlin Wall in November
1989 was the turning point in the struggle against Communism in Eastern Europe In The Fall of the Berlin Wall renowned
author and conservative pioneer William F Buckley Jr explains why the wall was built reveals its devastating impact on the
lives of people on both sides and provides a riveting account of the events that led to the wall s destruction and the end of the
Cold War   The McNamara Ascendancy, 1961-1965 Lawrence S. Kaplan,Ronald Dean Landa,Edward J. Drea,2006 A
narrative history and assessment of the early years of Robert McNamara s tenure as Secretary of Defense including
McNamara s relationship with Presidents Kennedy and Johnson the transformation of the Department of Defense as a part of
Kennedy s New Frontier and the Pentagon s handling of the Cuban Missile Crisis Bay of Pigs episode and onset of the
Vietnam War along with other major national security events and developments during a turbulent and momentous period of
the Cold War Fuller description is on the dust jacket flaps   Khrushchev's Cold War: The Inside Story of an American
Adversary Aleksandr Fursenko,Timothy Naftali,2007-09-25 Nikita Khrushchev was a leader who risked war to get peace
during the most dangerous years of the twentieth century In Khrushchev s Cold War Aleksandr Fursenko and Timothy Naftali
authors of the Cuban missile crisis classic One Hell of a Gamble bring to life head to head confrontations between



Khrushchev and Presidents Eisenhower and Kennedy Drawing from their unrivaled access to Politburo and Soviet
intelligence materials they reveal for the first time three moments when Khrushchev s inner circle restrained him from
plunging the superpowers into war Combining new insights into the Cuban crisis startling narratives on the hot spots of Suez
Iraq Berlin and Southeast Asia and vivid portraits of leaders in the developing world who challenged Moscow and
Washington Castro Lumumba Nasser and Mao Khrushchev s Cold War provides one of the most gripping and authoritative
studies of the crisis years of the Cold War   Harold Macmillan and the Berlin Wall Crisis, 1958-62 J. Gearson,1998-01-12
Drawing on newly released government papers John Gearson assesses the development of Harold Macmillan s foreign policy
during the Berlin Wall Crisis Tracing the bitter alliance disputes of the crisis Dr Gearson shows how Macmillan s attempts to
chart an independent course crucially undermined his standing with his European partners and revealed his confused
approach to European security Berlin is placed at the centre of consideration of British foreign policy making this book an
important contribution to the historiography of the period   History of the Office of the Secretary of Defense Steven L.
Rearden,1984   Macmillan, Khrushchev and the Berlin Crisis, 1958-1960 Kitty Newman,2007-01-24 This new study
casts fresh light on the roles of Harold Macmillan and Nikita Khrushchev and their efforts to achieve a compromise
settlement on the pivotal Berlin Crisis Drawing on previously unseen documents and secret archive material Kitty Newman
demonstrates how the British Prime Minister acted to prevent the crisis sliding into a disastrous nuclear conflict She shows
how his visit to Moscow in 1959 was a success which convinced Khrushchev of a sincere effort to achieve a lasting settlement
Despite the initial reluctance of the French and the Americans and the consistent opposition of the Germans Macmillan s
subsequent efforts led to a softening of the Western line on Berlin and to the formulation of a set of proposals that might
have achieved a peaceful resolution to the crisis if the Paris Conference of 1960 had not collapsed in acrimony This volume
also assesses Khrushchev s role which despite his sometimes intemperate language was to secure a peaceful settlement
which would stabilize the East German regime maintain the status quo in Europe and prevent the reunification of a resurgent
nuclearized Germany thereby paving the way for disarmament This book will be of great interest to all students of post war
diplomacy Soviet foreign policy the Cold War and of international relations and strategic studies in general   Soviet
Risk-Taking and Crisis Behavior Hannes Adomeit,2022-12-28 Soviet Risk Taking and Crisis Behavior first published in
1982 examines the question for what purposes and under what conditions were Soviet leaders prepared to take risks in
international relations The first part of the book sets out to define the concept of risk and to examine its analytical relevance
for foreign policy its measurement and its relation to the dynamics of crisis The second part consists of in depth analysis of
Soviet behavior in the Berlin crises of 1948 and 1961 The third and last part compares Soviet policy in the two crises and the
actions of the two different leaderships as well as relating it to Soviet behavior in other geographical areas   The
Emergence of Détente in Europe Arne Hofmann,2007-06-11 This book examines the key relationship between Willy



Brandt the former Mayor of West Berlin and future West German Chancellor and the administration of President John F
Kennedy Arne Hofmann focuses on the administration s influence on the development of Brandt s policy of small steps and
the formation of his later Ostpolitik the centrepiece of European d tente Brandt s interaction with the Kennedy administration
is traced through the Berlin Wall crisis of 1961 together with Kennedy s search for a modus vivendi based on the status quo
the 1962 crisis in German American relations Brandt s disillusionment campaign the development of his programmatic
statements Brandt s three meetings with the President including Kennedy s famous visit to Berlin the limited nuclear test ban
treaty and Brandt s Berlin pass agreement of Christmas 1963 While the narrative focuses on the gradual change in Brandt s
position systematic parts concentrate on Brandt s and Kennedy s d tente concepts the triangular relationship between West
Berlin Washington and Bonn with its implication for domestic politics and the role of images campaigning and public opinion
The Emergence of D tente in Europe will appeal to students of Cold War history foreign policy international relations and
international history in general   History of the Office of the Secretary of Defense: The McNamara ascendancy,
1961-1965 , A narrative history and assessment of the early years of Robert McNamara s tenure as Secretary of Defense
including McNamara s relationship with Presidents Kennedy and Johnson the transformation of the Department of Defense as
a part of Kennedy s New Frontier and the Pentagon s handling of the Cuban Missile Crisis Bay of Pigs episode and onset of
the Vietnam War along with other major national security events and developments during a turbulent and momentous
period of the Cold War Fuller description is on the dust jacket flaps   The Silent Guns of Two Octobers Theodore
Voorhees,2021-09-27 The Silent Guns of Two Octobers uses new as well as previously under appreciated documentary
evidence to link the Cuban Missile Crisis to the Checkpoint Charlie tank standoff to achieve the impossible craft a new
thoughtful original analysis of a political showdown everyone thought they knew everything about Ultimately the book
concludes that much of the Cold War rhetoric the leaders employed was mere posturing in reality neither had any intention
of starting a nuclear war Theodore Voorhees reexamines Khrushchev s and Kennedy s leadership decision and rhetoric in
light of the new documentary evidence available Voorhees examines the impact of John F Kennedy s domestic political
concerns about his upcoming first midterm elections on his handling of the Cuban Missile Crisis through his use of back
channel dealings with Khrushchev during the lead up to the crisis and in the closing days when the two leaders managed to
reach a settlement   Détente in Europe John Van Oudenaren,1991 The monumental events in Eastern Europe and the
Soviet Union must be understood Jan Van Oudenaren argues in the context of a process of East West d tente begun in 1953
in the aftermath of Stalin s death Van Oudenaren s comprehensive and timely study examines the development of Soviet
Western d tente from the death of Stalin to the unification of Germany In redefining d tente as a process rather than a code
of conduct Van Oudenaren looks to its origins in Soviet policy earlier than previously identified and analyzes both its history
and character His study explores the restoration of four power negotiations in Germany and Austria in the mid 1950s their



subsequent breakdown in the Berlin crisis their unexpected revival in 1990 in the form of two plus four talks on German unity
and the future of the Soviet Union as a European power Among the key elements of d tente discussed are diplomacy
particularly the role of summit conferences cooperation among parliaments political parties and trade unions arms control
economic relations and links among cultural institutions churches and peace movements   Repainting the Little Red
Schoolhouse John Rodden,2002-01-03 This is the first English language study of GDR education and the first book in any
language to trace the history of Eastern German education from 1945 through the 1990s Rodden fully relates the GDR s
attempt to create a new Marxist nation by means of educational reform and looks not only at the changing institution of
education but at something the Germans call Bildung the formation of character and the cultivation of body and spirit The
sociology of nation building is also addressed   The Kennedy Crises Patricia W. Levering,Ralph B. Levering,Montague
Kern,2018-06-15 This analysis of the Kennedy administration s relationship with the press during the Laotian Berlin Cuban
missile and Vietnam crises of 1961 63 suggests that press coverage and Kennedy s influence on the press were far more
varied than scholars have supposed Focusing on press coverage of government officials foreign leaders domestic politicians
and interest groups the study combines quantitative analysis with previously untapped sources in the Kennedy Library
Originally published in 1984 A UNC Press Enduring Edition UNC Press Enduring Editions use the latest in digital technology
to make available again books from our distinguished backlist that were previously out of print These editions are published
unaltered from the original and are presented in affordable paperback formats bringing readers both historical and cultural
value   America in the World Michael J. Hogan,1995 A survey of the historical literature on intelligence and national
security during the Cold War   The Silent Guns of Two Octobers Theodore Voorhees,2020-05-12 The Silent Guns of Two
Octobers uses new as well as previously under appreciated documentary evidence to link the Cuban Missile Crisis to the
Checkpoint Charlie tank standoff to achieve the impossible craft a new thoughtful original analysis of a political showdown
everyone thought they knew everything about Ultimately the book concludes that much of the Cold War rhetoric the leaders
employed was mere posturing in reality neither had any intention of starting a nuclear war Theodore Voorhees reexamines
Khrushchev s and Kennedy s leadership decision and rhetoric in light of the new documentary evidence available Voorhees
examines the impact of John F Kennedy s domestic political concerns about his upcoming first midterm elections on his
handling of the Cuban Missile Crisis through his use of back channel dealings with Khrushchev during the lead up to the
crisis and in the closing days when the two leaders managed to reach a settlement
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