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Soviet Succession Struggles Kremlinology And The Russian Question From Lenin:
  Soviet Succession Struggles Anthony D'Agostino,2024-04-12 Soviet Succession Struggles 1988 is a key study of the
history nature and development of Soviet politics and politicians from the earliest days of Soviet Russia up to the rise of
Gorbachev It examines the power struggles between opposing factions within the Soviet leadership and identifies two main
political standpoints that were always vying for ultimate control of the Communist State   The Crisis of Russian
Democracy Richard Sakwa,2010-12-16 The view that Russia has taken a decisive shift towards authoritarianism may be
premature but there is no doubt that its democracy is in crisis In this original and dynamic analysis of the fundamental
processes shaping contemporary Russian politics Richard Sakwa applies a new model based on the concept of Russia as a
dual state Russia s constitutional state is challenged by an administrative regime that subverts the rule of law and genuine
electoral competitiveness This has created a situation of permanent stalemate the country is unable to move towards genuine
pluralist democracy but equally its shift towards full scale authoritarianism is inhibited Sakwa argues that the dual state
could be transcended either by strengthening the democratic state or by the consolidation of the arbitrary power of the
administrative system The future of the country remains open   China's Post-jiang Leadership Succession: Problems And
Perspectives John Wong,Yongnian Zheng,2002-10-25 The lack of institutionalization around China s leadership succession
was brought into focus again in the run up to the 16th Congress of the Chinese Communist Party and the widespread
speculation on the final leadership line up The essays in this volume take a more analytical approach This book first looks at
the political structures of leadership transition in China and secondly seeks to understand the real and potential problems
that China s younger fourth generation leaders will have to grapple with as they take over the reigns of power
  Re-Viewing the Cold War Patrick M. Morgan,Keith Nelson,2000-02-28 A cooperative effort by a number of historians
and political scientists this essay collection focuses on the important connection between domestic affairs and foreign
relations during the Cold War The case studies treat phases of both the Soviet and American experiences and involve
contributions by two Russian scholars three Americans a German a Swede and an Israeli This collection is particularly timely
and signficant because of the surprising way the Cold War ended making clear that domestic developments can overthrow
even the most potent foreign policies and undermine longstanding assumptions about the primacy of international factors A
provocative essay collection this will be of interest to diplomatic historians and Soviet Affairs specialists scholars and
students   When the Soviet Union Entered World Politics Jon Jacobson,2023-11-15 The dissolution of the Soviet Union
has aroused much interest in the USSR s role in world politics during its 74 year history and in how the international
relations of the twentieth century were shaped by the Soviet Union Jon Jacobson examines Soviet foreign relations during the
period from the end of the Civil War to the beginning of the first Five Year Plan focusing on the problems confronting the
Bolsheviks as they sought to promote national security and economic development He demonstrates the central importance



of foreign relations to the political imagination of Soviet leaders both in their plans for industrialization and in the struggle
for supremacy among Lenin s successors Jacobson adopts a post Cold War interpretative stance incorporating glasnost and
perestroika era revelations He also considers Soviet relations with both Europe and Asia from a global perspective
integrating the two modes of early Soviet foreign relations revolution and diplomacy into a coherent discussion Most
significantly he synthesizes the wealth of information that became available to scholars since the 1960s The result is a
stimulating work of international history that interfaces with the sophisticated existing body of scholarship on early Soviet
history The dissolution of the Soviet Union has aroused much interest in the USSR s role in world politics during its 74 year
history and in how the international relations of the twentieth century were shaped by the Soviet Union Jon Jacobson
examines Soviet for   Soviet Politics Richard Sakwa,2012-11-12 Soviet Politics in Perspective is a new edition of Richard
Sakwas successful textbook Soviet Politics an introduction Thoroughly revised and updated it builds on the previous editions
comprehensive and accessible exploration of the Soviet system from its rise in 1919 to its collapse in 1991 The book is
divided into five parts which focus on key aspects of Soviet politics They are historical perspectives beginning with the
Tsarist regime on the eve of Revolution the rise and development of Stalinism through to the decline of the regime under
Brezhnev and his successors and Gorbachev s attempts to revive the system institutions of Government such as the
Communist Party security apparatus the military the justice system local government and participation theoretical
approaches to Soviet politics including class and gender politics the role of ideology and the shift from dissent to pluralism
key policy areas the command economy and reform nationality politics and foreign and defence policy an evaluation of Soviet
rule and reasons for its collapse Providing key texts and bibliographies this book offers the complete history and politics of
the Soviet period in a single volume It will be indispensable to students of Soviet and post Soviet politics as well as the
interested general reader   Bridling Dictators Graeme Gill,2021-11-20 Galtieri Lukashenka and Putin are some of the
dictators whose untrammelled personal power has been seen as typical of the dog eat dog nature of leadership in
authoritarian political systems This book provides an innovative argument that rather than being characterised by permanent
insecurity fear and arbitrariness the leadership of dictatorships is actually governed by a series of rules The rules are
identified and their operation is shown in a range of different types of authoritarian regime The operation of the rules is
explained in ten different countries across five different regime types the Soviet Union and China as communist single party
regimes Argentina Brazil and Chile as military regimes electoral authoritarian Malaysia and Mexico personalist dictatorships
in Belarus and Russia and the Gulf monarchies Through close analysis of the way leadership functions in these different
countries the book shows how the rules have worked in different institutional settings It also shows how the power
distribution in authoritarian oligarchies is related to the rules The book transforms our understanding of how authoritarian
systems work   Purity and Compromise in the Soviet Party-State Daniel Stotland,2017-11-15 This work offers new



ways of conceptualizing the decision making paradigm of the Soviet party state that was defined by the persistent shortage of
qualified manpower that afflicted the Russian elite The traditional Russian problems of under administration combined with
the unique features of the Soviet political system resulted in a dichotomy between practical and ideological demands The
WWII era examined in this book provides a microcosm of pressures facing the Kremlin and illustrates the cyclical nature of
policy formation forced on it by the paradoxes of the system As the party s responsibilities expanded into specialized
economic and military areas political experts increasingly depended on the specialized professionals These trends grew
increased drastically during the war An unexpected consequence of the party s expansion into economic or military
professions was the discovery that cooptation worked both ways and many party members become managers rather than
ideological overseers Throughout the existential crisis of the system the war and its aftermath the party would find itself in a
fundamental conflict over its identity challenged over its role both vis a vis the state and its own priorities After an abortive
attempt to reverse the wartime trends a new paradigm was articulated by the party during the last five years of Stalin s reign
This resulted in the emergence of a new elite consensus which envisioned the party as integral and invasive economic actor
This shift in the party s identity was the price of maintaining centralized political power and came at the expense of the focus
on ideological purity In the long term however the diminished role of ideology robbed the party of its core value system and
steadily eroded its legitimizing and self energizing power Over time the new consensus would undermine the very
foundations of the party state construct Yet if the USSR was to survive as a modern industrialized state the accommodation
with the technocrats was necessary The contradiction between ideological and pragmatic aims was inherent to the system
and demanded an eventual choice between the long term health of the state and that of the party   Two Decades of
Re-Emerging Russia: Challenges and Prospects Mr Sanjay Deshpande,2015-04-15 Russia has been re emerging as a
major political and economic power during the last decade The leadership of Russia claims that the objectives of transition
from the former one party socialist system to a plural multiparty democratic system and centralised planning to market
economy are largely achieved Russia is politically stable and has demonstrated how new political institutions multiparty
system are functioning under three presidents In the initial years after the disintegration of the Soviet Union the Russian
economy passed through different phases such as crisis boom and recovery Russia has largely succeeded in managing its
political and economic relations with Near Abroad which have witnessed considerable complexities over the last two decades
Russia has demonstrated that its bilateral ties with India in the political and defence sectors have been consistently cordial
and close However trade and economic relations need to be strengthened Notwithstanding its major achievements Russia
has been facing several problems both in its domestic front and in its foreign relations Some of the major problems on the
domestic front are over centralisation of power nexus between state authorities oligarchs and the bureaucracy growing
menace of corruption surging political reactions by political parties and some former powerful leaders on various political



issues growing social discontent issues between different ethnic groups widening economic disparities among various
sections of society and regions On the external front Russia has conflicts of interest with some former Soviet republics such
as Georgia Moldova Ukraine and the Baltic states Russia s relations with the US and NATO have been highly critical on
political and security related issues There is a need for an objective and critical evaluation of how Russia has managed its
domestic and foreign affairs after the collapse of the Soviet Union What were the successes and failures of Russia in its
policies and performance with regard to the social political and economic developments in the country This book is as
attempt to assess those developments   Politics, Society, And Nationality Inside Gorbachev's Russia Seweryn
Bialer,2019-06-04 The East West Forum is a New York based research and policy analysis organization sponsored by the
Samuel Bronfman Foundation Its goal is to bring together experts and policy leaders from differing perspectives and
generations to discuss changing patterns of East West relations It attempts to formulate long term analyses and
recommendations In p   The East German Leadership, 1946-73 Peter Grieder,1999 Since the publication of The Woman
Warrior in 1976 Maxine Hong Kingston has gained a reputation as one of the most popular and controversial writers in the
Asian American literary tradition In this volume Grice traces Kingston s development as a writer and cultural activist through
both ethnic and feminist discourses investigating her novels occasional writings and her two book life writing project The
publication of The Woman Warrior not only propelled Kingston into the mainstream literary limelight but also precipitated a
vicious and ongoing controversy in Asian American letters over the authenticity or fakery of her cultural references Grice
traces the debates through the appearance of China Men 1981 as well as the novels Tripmaster Monkey 1989 and her most
recent work The Fifth Book of Peace Maxine Hong Kingston will be of value to students and academics researching in the
areas of diaspora writing contemporary American and Asian Amercianfiction as well as feminist and postcolonial literature
  Internationalism and the Ideology of Soviet Influence in Eastern Europe Jonathan C. Valdez,1993-04-29 Valdez
argues that the use of the fundamental principles of Marxism Leninism to perform various functions ultimately brought about
a change in the basic assumptions of the theory itself This resulted in the abandonment of the previous insistence on a
universal model of socialism and of the idea that the international interests of the socialist bloc must take precedence over
individual national interest Soviet influence in Eastern Europe rested on little else than these ideological principles and
consequently stood little chance of surviving their re interpretation Finally Valdez assesses the re interpretation of the
fundamental principles of Soviet East European relations by reformist scholars in the Soviet Union and the response by
conservative members of the party apparatus   Five Years That Shook The World Harley D. Balzer,2019-03-04 This
book presents a balanced analysis of perestroika with an eye to the ongoing political social and cultural changes It is based
on papers prepared for a conference on The First Five Years of Perestroika What Have We Learned What Has Gorbachev
Learned held at Georgetown University   The Comintern Jeremy Agnew,Kevin McDermott,1996-10-25 This accessible text



provides a comprehensive narrative and interpretative account of the entire history of the Communist International 1919
1943 By incorporating the most recent Western and Soviet research the authors explain the legendary complexities of
Comintern history and chart its degeneration from a revolutionary internationalist organisation into an obedient instrument
of Soviet foreign policy Key themes include continuities and discontinuities between the Leninist and Stalinist phases
Bolshevisation versus national traditions and the role of leading individuals in the Comintern apparatus A selection of
documents will elucidate these central themes   From the Other Shore André Liebich,1997 This book is an inquiry into
the possibilities of politics in exile Russian Mensheviks driven out of Soviet Russia and their party stripped of legal existence
functioned abroad in the West in Berlin Paris and New York for an entire generation For several years they also continued to
operate underground in Soviet Russia Bereft of the usual advantages of political actors the Mensheviks succeeded in
impressing their views upon social democratic parties and Western thinking about the Soviet Union The Soviet experience
through the eyes of its first socialist victims is recreated here for the first time from the vast storehouse of archival materials
and eyewitness interviews The exiled Mensheviks were the best informed and most perceptive observers of the Soviet scene
through the 1920s and 1930s From today s perspective the Mensheviks analyses and reflections strikingly illuminate the
causes of the failure of the Soviet experiment This book also probes the fate of Marxism and democratic socialism as it tracks
the activities and writings of a remarkable group of men and women including Raphael Abramovitch Fedor and Lidia Dan
David Dallin Boris Nicolaevsky Solomon Schwarz and Vladimir Woytinsky entangled in the most momentous events of this
century Their contribution to politics and ideas in the age of totalitarianism merits scrutiny and their story deserves to be
told   Stalin's Cold War Caroline Kennedy-Pipe,1995 In the first analysis of the start of the Cold War from a Soviet
viewpoint Caroline Kennedy Pipe draws on Russian source material to reach some startling conclusions She challenges the
prevailing orthodoxy of Western historians to show how Moscow saw the presence of US troops in Europe in the 1940s and
early 1950s as advantageous rather than as a check on Soviet ambitions The author points to a complex web of concerns than
fuelled Moscow s actions and explores how the Soviet leadership and Stalin in particular responded to American policy She
shows how the Soviet experience of the United States and Europe both before during and after the Second World War led
Moscow to a policy that was not simply fuelled by anti Americanism Six chapters cover events from the wartime conferences
of 1943 until the death of Stalin A final chapter places the book in the context of the current debate over the causes of the
Cold War   Can Russia Modernise? Alena V. Ledeneva,2013-02-14 In this original bottom up account of the evolution of
contemporary Russia Alena Ledeneva seeks to reveal how informal power operates Concentrating on Vladimir Putin s system
of governance referred to as sistema she identifies four key types of networks his inner circle useful friends core contacts
and more diffuse ties and connections These networks serve sistema but also serve themselves Reliance on networks enables
leaders to mobilise and to control yet they also lock politicians bureaucrats and businessmen into informal deals mediated



interests and personalised loyalty This is the modernisation trap of informality one cannot use the potential of informal
networks without triggering their negative long term consequences for institutional development Ledeneva s perspective on
informal power is based on in depth interviews with sistema insiders and enhanced by evidence of its workings brought to
light in court cases enabling her to draw broad conclusions about the prospects for Russia s political institutions   The Idea
of the West Alastair Bonnett,2017-04-29 The West is on everyone s lips it is defended celebrated hated But how and why did
it emerge And whose idea is it This book is about representations of the West Drawing on sources from across the world from
Russia to Japan Iran to Britain it argues that the West is not merely a Western idea but something that many people around
the world have long been creating and stereotyping The Idea of the West looks at how the great political and ethnic forces of
the last century defined themselves in relation to the West addresses how Soviet communism Asian spirituality Asian values
and radical Islamism used and deployed images of the West Both topical and wide ranging it offers an accessible but
provocative portrait of a fascinating subject and it charts the complex relationship between whiteness and the West   The
Origins of the Cold War Caroline Kennedy-Pipe,2017-11-28 A lively and accessible new introduction to the origins and
emergence of the Cold War Caroline Kennedy Pipe brings to life the clashes of ideas and personalities that led Russia and
America into decades of conflict and draws out important lessons for policy and analysis in today s equally formative period
in world affairs   Was Revolution Inevitable? Tony Brenton,2017 The former British Ambassador to Russia brings
together the top scholars of Russian history to evaluate the causes and effects of the 1917 Revolution almost a century ago
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