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The American Presidency Historical And Contemporary Perspectives:
  The American Presidency Harry A. Bailey,Jay M. Shafritz,1988-01-01   The American Presidency Harry A. Bailey,1988
This book should be of interest to undergraduate courses in American politics   The Presidency and Rhetorical Leadership
Leroy G. Dorsey,2008-03-26 Successful presidential leadership depends upon words as well as deeds In this multifaceted look
at rhetorical leadership twelve leading scholars in three different disciplines provide in depth studies of how words have
served or disserved American presidents At the heart of rhetorical leadership lies the classical concept of prudence practical
wisdom that combines good sense with good character From their disparate treatments of a range of presidencies an
underlying agreement emerges among the historians political scientists and communication scholars included in the volume
To be effective they find presidents must be able to articulate the common good in a particular situation and they must be
credible on the basis of their own character Who they are and what they can do are thus twin pillars of successful rhetorical
leadership Leroy G Dorsey introduces these themes and David Zarefsky picks them up in looking at the historical
development of rhetorical leadership within the office of the presidency Each succeeding chapter then examines the
rhetorical leadership of a particular president often within the context of a specific incident or challenge that marked his
term in office Chapters dealing with George Washington John Adams Thomas Jefferson Theodore Roosevelt Woodrow Wilson
Franklin Roosevelt Dwight Eisenhower Ronald Reagan and Bill Clinton offer the specifics for a clearer understanding of how
rhetoric serves leadership in the American presidency This book provides an indispensable addition to the literature on the
presidency and in leadership studies   The Presidential Republic Gary L. Gregg,1997 For two centuries American
presidents have considered themselves to be representatives of the American people In this detailed study of presidential
representation Gary Gregg explores the theory history and consequences of presidents acting as representatives in the
American political system Gregg explores questions such as what it means to be a representative how the Founding Fathers
understood the place of the presidency in the Republic established by the Constitution and the effects a representational
presidency has on deliberative democracy This important examination of the presidency s place in our political system is
essential reading for those interested in American political theory constitutional studies and American history   The
Presidency and Political Science Raymond Tatalovich,Thomas S. Engeman,2003-07-29 This is the first book to survey the
intellectual history of presidential scholarship from the Founding to the late 20th century Reviewing the work of over sixty
thinkers including Alexander Hamilton Thomas Jefferson Woodrow Wilson Richard Neustadt James McGregor Burns and
Theodore Lowi the authors identify six central questions the answers to which can help form a theory of presidential power
Does presidential power derive from the prerogatives of office or from incumbency Does presidential influence depend upon
force of personality rhetorical leadership or partisanship Does presidential leadership depend upon historical context or is
regime building manifested through political institutional and constitutional developments Does presidential leadership vary



between domestic and foreign affairs Does the president actively or passively engage the legislative process and promote a
policy agenda Does the organization of the executive branch service presidential leadership Arguing that three paradigms
have dominated the history of presidential scholarship Hamiltonianism Jeffersonianism and Progressivism the authors
conclude that today s understanding of the presidency is characterized by a new realism and old idealism This book will
appeal to students and scholars as well as to general readers with an interest in the American presidency   Gerald Ford
and the Challenges of the 1970s Yanek Mieczkowski,2005-04-22 A reappraisal of the brief presidency of Gerald Ford
called to leadership in the midst of scandal stagflation and an energy crisis For many Americans Gerald Ford evokes an
image of either an unelected president who abruptly pardoned his corrupt predecessor or an accident prone klutz spoofed on
Saturday Night Live In this book Yanek Mieczkowski reexamines Ford s two and a half years in office showing that his
presidency successfully confronted the most vexing crisis of the postwar era Viewing the 1970s primarily through the lens of
economic events Mieczkowski argues that Ford s understanding of the national economy was better than any modern
president s that he oversaw a dramatic reduction of inflation and that he attempted to solve the energy crisis with judicious
policies Throughout his presidency Ford labored under the legacy of Watergate Democrats scored landslide victories in the
1974 midterm elections and within an anemic Republican Party the right wing challenged Ford s leadership even as pundits
predicted the GOP s death Yet Ford reinvigorated the party and fashioned a 1976 campaign strategy against Jimmy Carter
that brought him from thirty points behind to a dead heat on election day Drawing on numerous personal interviews with
former President Ford cabinet officials and members of the Ninety fourth Congress Mieczkowski presents the first major
work on Ford in more than a decade combining the best of biography and presidential history to paint an intriguing portrait
of a president his times and his legacy This ambitious work calls for a reexamination of the Ford presidency in light of the
formidable challenges he faced upon taking office A welcome and important addition to the literature on the Ford presidency
Library Journal   America in the 1970s Marlee Richards,2010-01-01 Outlines the important social political economic
cultural and technological events that happened in the United States from 1970 to 1979   Presidential Machismo
Alexander DeConde,2000 A look at the expansion of executive authority in America and the influence of scholars journalists
and presidents themselves   Presidential Lightning Rods Richard J. Ellis,2021-10-08 H R Haldeman President Nixon s
former chief of staff is said to have boasted Every president needs a son of a bitch and I m Nixon s I m his buffer and I m his
bastard I get done what he wants done and I take the heat instead of him Richard Ellis explores the widely discussed but
poorly understood phenomenon of presidential lightning rods cabinet officials who take the heat instead of their bosses
Whether by intent or circumstance these officials divert criticism and blame away from their presidents The phenomenon is
so common that it s assumed to be an essential item in every president s managerial toolbox But Ellis argues such
assumptions can oversimplify our understanding of this tool Ellis advises against indiscriminate use of the lightning rod



metaphor Such labeling can hide as much as it reveals about presidential administration and policymaking at the cabinet
level The metaphor often misleads by suggesting strategic intent on the president s part while obscuring the calculations and
objectives of presidential adversaries and the lightning rods themselves Ellis also illuminates the opportunities and
difficulties that various presidential posts especially secretaries of state chiefs of staff and vice presidents have offered for
deflecting blame from our presidents His study offers numerous detailed and instructive examples from the administrations
of Truman Dean Acheson Eisenhower Richard Nixon John Foster Dulles Herbert Brownell and Ezra Taft Benson LBJ Hubert
Humphrey Ford Henry Kissinger and Reagan James Watt These examples Ellis suggests should guide our understanding of
the relationship between lightning rods and presidential leadership policymaking and ratings Blame avoidance he warns does
have its limitations and may even backfire at times Nevertheless President Clinton and his successors may need to rely on
such tools The presidency Ellis points out finds itself the object of increasingly intense partisan debate and microscopic
scrutiny by a wary press Lightning rods can deflect such heat and help the president test policies gauge public opinion and
protect his political power and public image Ellis s book is an essential primer for helping us understand this process   The
Rhetorical Presidency of George H. W. Bush Martin J. Medhurst,2006 Here the contributors suggest how embracing the
art of rhetoric might have allowed Bush to respond more successfully to the challenges of his presidency Drawing on the
resources of the Bush Presidential library and interviews with some of his White House aides they explore such issues as the
first Gulf War the fall of the Berlin wall Bush s environmental stance and the 1992 re election campaign   Take Up Your
Pen Graham G. Dodds,2013-04-22 Executive orders and proclamations afford presidents an independent means of controlling
a wide range of activities in the federal government yet they are not mentioned in the U S Constitution In fact the
controversial edicts known as universal presidential directives seem to violate the separation of powers by enabling the
commander in chief to bypass Congress and enact his own policy preferences As Clinton White House counsel Paul Begala
remarked on the numerous executive orders signed by the president during his second term Stroke of the pen Law of the
land Kinda cool Although public awareness of unilateral presidential directives has been growing over the last decade
sparked in part by Barack Obama s use of executive orders and presidential memoranda to reverse many of his predecessor s
policies as well as by the number of unilateral directives George W Bush promulgated for the War on Terror Graham G Dodds
reminds us that not only has every single president issued executive orders such orders have figured in many of the most
significant episodes in American political history In Take Up Your Pen Dodds offers one of the first historical treatments of
this executive prerogative and explores the source of this authority how executive orders were legitimized accepted and
routinized and what impact presidential directives have had on our understanding of the presidency American politics and
political development By tracing the rise of a more activist central government first advanced in the Progressive Era by
Theodore Roosevelt Dodds illustrates the growing use of these directives throughout a succession of presidencies More



important Take Up Your Pen questions how unilateral presidential directives fit the conception of democracy and the needs
of American citizens   What Does the American Presidency Mean? Richard Holtzman,2025-06-27 What Does the
American Presidency Mean The Need for Interpretation in Presidency Studies makes a compelling case for how
interpretivism contributes to our understanding of the American presidency This brief book is accessible and inviting
regardless of a reader s background in presidency studies or interpretivism Part I explores several dimensions of
interpretivist and positivist methodologies Chapters discuss the characteristics of interpretivism genealogically trace
positivism s dominance in presidency studies and identify how attributes of the presidency that raise methodological
challenges for positivism are the same that make it fertile ground for interpretivism Part II explores a wide range of
interpretive scholarship on the American presidency including studies of presidential meaning making the institution s
historical political development presidential symbolism the construction of the presidency and the presidential spectacle It
concludes with an interpretation of recent developments emphasizing the timeliness relevance and importance of
methodological pluralism in presidency studies The book is written for anyone interested in the meaning of the presidency
whether scholars or graduate students in American political science or those from other disciplines within and outside the
United States It is appropriate for courses on the American Presidency Executive Politics Political Communication Rhetoric
and Social Science Methods among others   Mr. Sorkin Goes to Washington Melissa Crawley,2014-06-26 Before the
unprecedented televised presidential debates of 1960 most Americans were able to relate to their leaders in little more than
an historical context In the era of televised elections however the media have allowed Americans to witness the paternal
moral and intellectual qualities of their president up close Television has been so critical to this process of political
socialization that for many Americans the televised image of the president is the president As the acclaimed television drama
The West Wing demonstrates fictional representations of the presidency can also be significant civic forces This book
examines how film and television drama contribute to shaping the presidency and the way most Americans understand it and
particularly the processes of political education The text discusses The West Wing s didactic potential its representation of
White House politics and its depiction of race and gender with commentary on how fictional representations of the
presidency become important elements of American political consciousness   The Development of the American Presidency
Richard J. Ellis,2015-06-26 A full understanding of the institution of the American presidency requires us to examine how it
developed from the founding to the present This developmental lens analyzing how historical turns have shaped the modern
institution allows for a richer more nuanced understanding beyond the current newspaper headlines The Development of the
American Presidency pays great attention to that historical weight but is organized by the topics and concepts relevant to
political science with the constitutional origins and political development of the presidency its central focus Through
comprehensive and in depth coverage this text looks at how the presidency has evolved in relation to the public to Congress



to the Executive branch and to the law showing at every step how different aspects of the presidency have followed distinct
trajectories of change All the while Ellis illustrates the institutional relationships and tensions through stories about
particular individuals and specific political conflicts Ellis s own classroom pedagogy of promoting active learning and critical
thinking is well reflected in these pages Each chapter begins with a narrative account of some illustrative puzzle that brings
to life a central concept A wealth of photos figures and tables allow for the visual presentations of concepts A companion
website not only acts as a further resources base directing students to primary documents newspapers and data sources but
also presents interactive timelines and practice quizzes to help students master the book s lessons The second edition a new
chapter on unilateral powers that brings greater attention to domestic policymaking   The American Revolution
Unfolded: A Modern Perspective on History Maude Ponce,2025-03-24 Prepare yourself to witness the American
Revolution unfold through a fresh and illuminating lens This book takes a modern perspective unveiling the profound impact
of this transformative period on the shape of the United States Within these pages the complexities of the Revolution are
explored with nuance and clarity From the seeds of discontent sown by British policies to the decisive battles that forged a
new nation the narrative traces the intricate tapestry of events that shaped the course of history The book delves into the
motivations and ideologies of both loyalists and revolutionaries offering a balanced understanding of the forces that
propelled the conflict This compelling account serves as a guide for those seeking a deeper understanding of the American
Revolution It unravels the complexities of this pivotal era shedding light on the challenges triumphs and enduring legacies
that continue to resonate today Whether you re a history buff a student seeking knowledge or simply a curious mind this
book will ignite your understanding and leave an indelible mark on your perspective In the end you ll emerge with a profound
appreciation for the sacrifices made the lessons learned and the enduring impact of the American Revolution on the United
States and the world   Handbook of Religious Culture in Nineteenth-Century Europe Anthony Steinhoff,Jeffrey
Zalar,2024-12-30 This handbook offers a guide to research on religious culture during Europe s long nineteenth century 1800
1914 Grounded in the latest theoretical approaches and in line with trends that have produced a religious turn in the study of
modern Europe the volume assesses the state of the field while making provocative recommendations for its enlargement
Unique and ambitious in its thematic breadth it addresses the histories of all five of Europe s main religious traditions
Eastern Orthodox Christianity Judaism Islam Protestantism and Roman Catholicism and brings these histories into
comparative analysis This analysis extends to a wide range of subjects from popular belief and practice education and
modern knowledge formation and the arts to the intersections between religion and urbanization civil society and politics and
missions and imperialism It also evaluates recent developments in work on religion vis vis both gender and nationalism while
calling attention to newer research that proposes secularism as a form of belief in its own right Presenting the scholarship of
eighteen leaders in their respective fields the volume explains why religion as a topic of research has moved from the



periphery to the center of modern European historiography   The President, the State and the Cold War James
Bilsland,2015-02-11 US foreign policy during the Cold War has been analysed from a number of perspectives generating
large bodies of literature attempting to explain its origins its development and its conclusion However there are still many
questions left only partially explained In large part this is because these accounts restrict themselves to a single level of
analysis either the international system or the structure of the state and society The first level of analysis focusing on the role
of individuals has largely been excluded This book argues that structural theories and any approach that limits itself to one
level of analysis are inadequate to explain the development of US foreign policy Instead it is necessary to incorporate the first
level of analysis in order to bring human agency back and provide a more detailed explanation of US foreign policy Bilsland
proposes an analytical framework which incorporates presidential agency into a multi level analysis of US foreign policy
during the Cold War constructing a multi level case study comparison of the foreign policies of Presidents Truman and
Reagan He argues that the worldview of the president is central to agenda setting in US foreign policy making and that the
management style of the president influences both decision making and the implementation of US foreign policy Evidence to
support this is drawn from detailed empirical analysis of Truman s foreign policy of containment in Korea and Reagan s
foreign policy of rollback in Nicaragua This work will be of interest to students and scholars of US Foreign Policy US History
and International Relations   The American Presidents, Washington to Tyler Robert A. Nowlan,2014-01-10 As of 2012
only 43 men have held the office of the President of the United States Some have been sanctified and some reviled This
historical work addresses the careers of the first ten presidents men who made vital contributions not only to the office of the
presidency but to the course of the fledgling nation From Washington through Tyler every term is recounted in detail and
each presidential profile provides as many as a hundred quotations with full source notes by the president his friends family
historians and others Each profile ends with an extensive bibliography of books about the president his principles and
policies and also provides suggestion for further reading Rigorously nonpartisan in approach this detail rich text describes
the early years of what may well be one of the most demanding jobs in the world   The Presidential Rhetoric of
Woodrow Wilson, Warren Harding, and Calvin Coolidge Ben Voth,2023-12-15 In this book Ben Voth argues that the
centennial of the modern presidency embodied in the rhetoric of presidents Wilson Harding and Coolidge provides an
opportunity to re examine our conventional understanding of U S presidents and presidential rankings In particular this book
focuses on Wilson Harding and Coolidge s rhetoric surrounding women s suffrage and the political treatment of Black
Americans Voth demonstrates that ideological considerations elevated Wilson too high in presidential rankings and
sabotaged Harding to an unwarranted ethical floor Scholars of communication rhetoric and American history will find this
book of particular interest   Interior, Environment, and Related Agencies Appropriations for 2010: Justification of
the budget estimates: related agencies United States. Congress. House. Committee on Appropriations. Subcommittee on



Interior, Environment, and Related Agencies,2009
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